Report on the Joint Seminar of Asura International and PRI seminar

Language and Intelligence Section: Duncan Wilson, Gao Jie, Yuri Kawaguchi

The Joint Asura International Seminar and PRI Seminar was held on April 27, 2017, at
the Kyoto University Primate Research Institute. The speaker was Dr. Anna Wilkinson,
Senior Lecturer at the University of Lincoln, UK, and visiting Associate Professor at the
Kyoto University Wildlife Research Center.

The talk was entitled “Cold-blooded Cognition”, focusing on the research Dr. Wilkinson
and her colleagues have been doing on reptile cognition. She shared many interesting and
exciting findings. Reptiles have largely been neglected in cognitive research, partly
because of their misleading physical sluggishness. However, understanding reptile
cognition is an essential part of understanding the evolution of animal cognition.

Dr. Wilkinson and her colleagues found that red-footed tortoises show gaze following, as
many other species do (Wilkinson et al., 2010). They also investigated social learning in
red-footed tortoises and discovered that they can use information from others and
generalize their behavior to new situations (Wilkinson & Huber, 2012; Kis, Huber &
Wilkinson, 2015). She also talked about the research which led to her Ig Nobel Prize: No
Evidence of Contagious Yawning in the Red-Footed Tortoise.

For more information: http://www.improbable.com/ig/winners/#ig2011

They tried various ways to invoke contagious yawning in tortoises, but failed. The results
suggested that contagious yawning in animals may not simply be the result of fixed action
patterns and releaser stimuli, but more likely related to social processes such as
nonconscious mimicry or empathy (Wilkinson et al. 2011).

Finally, Dr. Wilkinson touched upon her current work with bearded dragons and how
early life experiences influence their cognition. She found that adult bearded dragons
incubated at colder temperatures performed significantly better in an operant learning task
and a social learning task than those at warmer temperatures, while there was no
difference in a gaze following task. Early life experience seems to impact upon the
cognitive abilities of adult lizards, and the environment in which they are incubated is
likely to reflect the environment that they emerge into.

We sincerely thank Dr. Wilkinson for her fascinating presentation and everybody who
attended the seminar.
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Date: April 27th 17:00-18:00
Venue: PRI Large Conference Room

UNIVERSITY OF

Registration: Free LINCOLN

For more info: http://www.wildlife-science.org/index-en.html




